
The other side of Mexico 
 

By Rena Levy – Long-time NVR Global Business Committee member 
 
For most of us, Mexico is a another tourist destination boasting beautiful beaches with large 
amounts of taco and tequila consumption while listening to salsa music. Needless to say, I was 
surprised to discover “the other side of Mexico“ upon joining the Las Vegas REALTORS trade 
mission to Mexico earlier this month. I found a multi-cultural and diverse population. 
 
Our group of 30 REALTORS from Nevada and Texas was hosted by a well-known real estate 
developer in Mexico -- SIMCA. During our stay in Mexico, we toured properties in three cities, 
Costa Maya, Tulum and Cancun. We were able to see beautiful properties while meeting people 
from different cultures and countries who work and live in Mexico. 
 
My inspiration to write this article comes from two women, both named Yael, who I met in 
Mexico on two different occasions and cities. Yael is a widespread name in Israel. When these 
two women, who come from different backgrounds and cultures, shared their life stories with 
me, it reminded me that no matter what culture you come from or what language you speak, we 
can all connect and share our dreams and Heritage. 
 
Mexico is the No. 1 country investing in the U.S and a popular retirement destination for 
Americans in the past decade. The pandemic created opportunities for people to work remotely 
and live anywhere in the world, including Mexico’s beautiful cities. 
 
Raised by a multi-cultural family that spoke more than 10 languages, I became a “global citizen” 
from early childhood. I have traveled around the globe and a key thing I’ve learned is that 
meeting the local people is the best way to learn first-hand about any place and its culture. This 
trip was no different. I met people that moved to Mexico from different countries -- like Germany, 
Spain, Argentina, Israel, U.S.A, Canada, and Europe – and chose to live and work in their 
favorite cities.  
 
They all moved for different reasons, but all shared the same passion and love for Mexico and 
it’s become a melting pot. It is estimated that more than a million people who are not Mexican 
live in Mexico. The country is one of the most popular destinations for North Americans looking 
to move abroad. 
 
My takeaways from this Trade Mission are many – ‘culture’ and ‘Yael’ and how small this world 
became with the help of technology. It is important to expand your horizons and evolve. Be 
open to new places, meeting new people and networking globally. It is essential in today’s 
world.  
 
Salute to life and new friendships! 
 
 


